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Kev. Charles Graves, D. D., read a notice by Richard 
Hitchcock, Esq., of an Inscription in the Ogham character. 

" Sept. 2, 1856. I visited the Ogham monument disco- 
vered in Cahernagat, one of the ancient circular stone enclo- 
sures on the townland of Bally wiheen, about two miles to the 
north-west of Ventry. It was discovered by the Rev. James 
Goodman, in October, 1855, — whose short account it may 
be well to give : — ' I discovered also at the " Cathair-na-gat" 
(caccnp na g-cac), on the same farm, a large Ogham stone, 
with the most perfect inscription I have ever seen. It was 
covered with rubbish, and probably never came under your 
notice. I got half a dozen men, and with their assistance 
had it placed standing on the top of the Cathair.' I found 
the stone standing as placed by Mr. Goodman. It is one of, 
if not the most, beautiful Ogham stone monuments now on 
our list, being longitudinally streaked on both sides, which 
are flat, in a rather artistic manner, with purplish-coloured 
lines, such being the nature of the stone. Numerous similarly 
streaked small stones may be seen in the fences in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Caher ; and of these I have brought a 
few specimens, which may give some idea better than descrip- 
tion of the beautiful nature of this fine Ogham monument. 
The following are the dimensions of the stone : — Height from 
ground, 4 ft. 8 in. ; breadth at ground, 22£ in. ; breadth near 
top, 17 in.; at top, about 10 in. ; thickness of stone at ground, 
9 in. ; and at top, about 3^ or 4 in. The inscription, of which 
I have made a rubbing, is singularly perfect — there being none 
covered in the ground, and none lost at the top, although it 
occurs on a rough corner of the stone. I have examined the 
top several times during my stay ; and I may say that I am 
certain the inscription never extended farther than the four 
strokes at the right-hand side. I have made a rough, but 
accurate, diagram copy of the inscription, which may serve 
as a key to the rubbing ; but I regret much that I was not 
able to make a sketch of the whole monument. There is no 
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cross on either side of the stone. The stones forming the 
Caher in which this Ogham monument stands are laid hori- 



zontally ; but the whole work has a rude and ancient 
appearance. The interior is much higher than the stone 
facing. At the Ballywiheen side is a long pile of stones 
which looks like a large grave ; but it seems to form part of the 
remains of an old fence which runs out in an angular form 
from this side of the Caher, and may have been part of an 
ancient enclosure. The pile of stones in question is, however, 
much higher than any other part of the fence, and seems to 
have been raised with some care. It was with much regret 
I parted from Cahernagat and its beautiful Ogham stone, — 
evening and delicate health having forced me away from a 
place where I could remain for days. 
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" Two or three fields north of Cahernagat is another, but 
much larger enclosure, of a different class — a Calhiragh — in 
which may be seen the ruins of -an ancient oratory, to- 
gether with numerous monumental stones and graves, and 
in the dry wall outside the enclosure, sunk in the grounds is 
the rudest, and perhaps one of the largest, stone crosses I have 
ever seen. Mr. Goodman having made an examination of a 
few of the graves, found in one of them a number of curious 
natural objects, which must have been brought some distance 
off, mostly from the sea-shore." 



George Petrie, LL. D., read the following notice on some 
Roman Coins lately found near Rathfarnham, and presented 
to the Academy by Mr. R. Glennon. 

" It may be in the recollection of the Academy that I have 
on various occasions drawn their attention to the facts of fre- 
quent discoveries of Roman, Carthaginian, and other ancient 
coins having taken place in Ireland, and that on those occa- 
sions I expressed my opinion that it was desirable to preserve, 
when practicable, such coins in our National Museum, and to 
record the places and times of their discovery. Such has been 
the course pursued by the Antiquarian Society of Denmark, 
which boasts the Sovereign as their President. The Royal 
Society of Copenhagen can now boast of a large collection of 
ancient foreign coins found in Denmark, and deposited in their 
National Museum ; and the results have been of great interest 
and historical value. I regret, however, to be constrained to 
say that as yet we have done very little in this way, or indeed 
.even in endeavouring to make the valuable collection of our 
own ancient coins which we possess, and which was the gather- 
ing of an individual of our body, a more perfect one. And 
hence it is that I have now availed myself of the opportunity 
afforded me of again drawing the attention of the Academy to 
this subject, on the occasion of having to present to our mu- 



